244-                       IMPERIAL  GERMANY
fate statistical computations in the case would tend to show.
The effects of this governmental management are not ex-
hausted in the first incidence of the measures taken; in effect
there is involved something like that "repercussion" of
which the theories of taxation take account. Most obvious
among such secondary effects, after the analogy of "reper-
cussion," would be the effect intended by the Imperial tariff
system. It has diverted industry to less productive chan-
nels, but it has also had much of its intended effect in mak-
ing the nation self-dependent in the material respect, and
has bred an enhanced attitude of national animosity toward
foreign nationalities. These are valuable assets for the Im-
perial purpose. It has also had the further intended effect
of holding the loyal affections of the agrarians and main-
taining them in their position of preponderance. These are
obvious matters, and notorious.
Less obvious are certain secondary consequences and
circumstances due to this Imperial war policy. In earlier
passages of this inquiry attention has been directed to the
cumulative growth of wasteful expenditures, euphemisti-
cally spoken of as a rising standard of living, in the British
community in modern times. Enforced by a sense of conven-
tional propriety, this wasteful consumption has been insti-
tutionalized and so has taken on a character of moral neces-
sity. As has also been noted, the German population brought
relatively little of this line of conventions with them when
they came into the modern industrial world, half a century
ago, having been trained in a school of penurious frugality
under the earlier regime of small means and princely ra-
pacity. Now, the Imperial draught on current resources,